
 

 

I will start off by repeating the opening lines from my 

2013 manifesto which stand as true now as they did 

then: 

I am offering myself for re-election because I believe 

that I still have a great deal to offer my country. I am an 

ordinary Falkland Islander with no interests in or 

allegiances to any commercial interests – just to you the 

people and our Country. 

The Falklands has moved forward a great deal in these 

last four years but there is still more to be done. 

External relations: The Falklands are now going through 

an interesting and some might say more dangerous time 

with the change of Government in Argentina. There is 

now no shortage of those who wish us to become 

buddies with those on the coast, whilst the sanctions 

against the Falklands introduced by the Kirchner 

regimen stay in place and their wish to thieve our 

country and return us to a colonial state remains as real 

as ever. I believe you need someone in the Government 

who has experience of the international scene and who 

is happy to give you a promise that I never allow any 

foreign power to have one inch of our country. Yes we 

would like normal neighbourly relations as we have with 

other South American countries but not at any price. 



We must keep pushing our message in the international 

arena and never tire or waiver from this 

 

Oil exploration & exploitation may not start again for a 

considerable time but the Falklands doesn’t depend on 

oil. Our economy is strong, it didn’t get that way by itself 

nor will it remain strong unless we keep working at it and 

to that end I look forward to seeing increased attempts 

to broaden and strengthen our economy. 

That said, work on oil related preparatory matters must 

continue so that we are ready when the time comes. 

 

Medical and education remains for me the cornerstones 

of our country and as such must be protected and 

improved where we can. Education is vital to our future. All 

young people have talents and whether they are academic or 

not, they should be nurtured – we need everyone. 

 

I will keep pressing for above inflation wage increases 

for FIG workers. Wages have increased above inflation 

every year but there is still some way to go before they 

are where they should be. I would actually like to see the 

workforce negotiating with their employers on such 

matters as pay and conditions. There is a Union here, 

please use it. 



The minimum wage is almost at the rate of the living 

wage, it has one more step to go and I will support its 

increase. 

I wish to see the workers protection ordinance 

overhauled and include statutory leave and sick pay. I 

was bitterly disappointed that this did not happen in the 

last Assembly but will continue to press for it, if elected. 

We must not forget the lower end of the scale and we 

must be vigilant and do what we can to assist those less 

well off both in the way of state aid and improving wages 

and conditions, where we can, for employees. 

I have always been a supporter of localising posts. We 

were making good headway but have once again lost 

our way. There needs to be a refocusing of efforts. 

Some departments like FIGAS are very good at it whilst 

others are not. 

Whilst I support our business sector and want to see 

them grow and prosper and believe that the Government 

should, where it can, be a facilitator, it is only right and 

fair that fair part of that success should be passed to 

their workforce. 

We must continue pressing ahead with greater 

involvement at MPA by local companies and 

contractors. 

As I said four years ago, our economy is now strong 

enough for the re-introduction of the old pound a day 



scheme, maybe not in the form that it used to be but 

nevertheless it should be reintroduced. Again this did 

not find favour with the majority of MLAs in the last 

Assembly but if re-elected I shall champion it. 

 

There seems to be some who are urging that we raid the 

reserves for deserving projects. I would caution against 

this as it has taken years to build up the reserves, we 

rely on the investment income from them and they have 

also given us real independence here in the Falklands. 

Whittle them away and there is a real danger the very 

high level of autonomy that we enjoy will start to fade as 

well. We are doing well so let us live within our means. 

We can make real progress with the income that we are 

receiving. 

The present state of affairs at MPA with rotor winds is 

truly not acceptable. We operated for many years 

without any problems. The last Government has raised 

concerns right up to ministerial level and I would now 

hesitate to build a new terminal at MPA until we take a 

view on what can sensibly be done at Stanley Airport 

and see if there is scope to change the MODs flight Ops 

manual covering rotor winds so that pilots once again 

have discretion.  

I still would like to see a midweek flight to the Falklands 

but again this will not be at any price and my thinking is 

starting to veer away from (say) Brazil to maybe Chile or 



even Uruguay using smaller planes that could operate 

out of Stanley, if the airport was developed. 

Should the Argentines impose conditions and I could not 

get a feel for what the majority view might be, I would 

have no hesitation in calling for a referendum on the 

matter. 

Tourism is important to us and I would like to see us 

keeping up our efforts to increase tourism of all types. 

 

The price of flights is also something that I would like to 

see our Government pursuing with LATAM with some 

vigour as they are extremely expensive between here, 

Punta and Santiago whilst a flight from Gallegos to the 

Falklands in comparison is extremely cheap. I would like 

to see some transparency as to how flight prices are 

arrived at. 

Major items coming up include the power station and 

port. Neither are going to be cheap but I believe that we 

should be putting money aside each year for the power 

station.  The port may need a different financing model 

but that said I am extremely wary of Private Public 

funding arrangements as from what I see they do not 

seem to work too well in other countries. 

We must also start looking at the replacement of our 

bigger buildings such as the Fire station and the garage 



at Megabid as these have reached the end of their lives. 

Again not cheap but it must be done. 

I believe that the time has also arrived to start the 

planning process for a new school during the life of this 

coming Assembly. If the IJS could be vacated I can see 

that area being used to house a lot of the Government in 

one place. 

Next year sees an increase in infrastructure works eg roads. 

This has my full support and must continue 

 

We must never forget Camp. Stanley is not the 

Falklands. We must offer schemes & help but the way 

changes occur in the camp must be driven by the people 

who live there and not imposed on them. 

 

The environment has featured highly this year. Yes the 

environment is important but whatever is done must be 

done in a way that is in harmony with the rest of what we 

wish to do. The tip is a mess. There are plans afoot to 

tame it and to recycle or at least reduce the volume of 

waste that goes into it and there are funds in this years 

budget but I think we are going to have to fast track 

things. Again this must be done in a way that is practical 

and affordable. 

With the clearance of mines on Stanley Common we will 

see new areas, including sand beaches opened up. 



Maybe now is the time to have someone dedicated to 

planning how the common can be used and protected 

for future generations. 

 

I would also like to see another (and probably last) area 

developed for mobile housing and also plots that could 

accommodate park home style buildings. This would 

give people a complete range of options and allow a 

youngster to (say) start in a mobile and work their way 

up through to a “normal” sized house. There are also 

those who through age cannot afford or get a mortgage 

but could afford a mobile or park home and want nothing 

more than to have something that they can call their own 

and not be reliant on the state. Is it fair for our society to 

deny them? 

Telecoms continue to be a source of unhappiness for 

many in the community. We now have the regulator in 

place but the Government must not sit back as we did in 

the past but must be constantly working with and if 

needs be pressurising the service provider to decrease 

prices and expand and improve their service in a way 

that is affordable to their customers. With monopolies 

come responsibilities. 

I would also like to see some urgency given in this 

coming Assembly to the introduction of a new Road 

Traffic Ordinance as quite frankly what we have now 

doesn’t cut the mustard. 



 

Also of great annoyance to people is the cutting up of 

the verges around Stanley. At present there seems to be 

nothing in law to protect them and I would urge the 

preparation of a bespoke piece of legislation. 

 

There are many more topics that I just don’t have time to 

cover. I am always happy to talk about issues so please 

give me a call on 51075 or stop me as I’m mooching 

around Stanley. 

A vote for Short is a vote for experience & for keeping 

the Falklands the best little country in the world. 

 

 

 

 


